Attorney's Docket No. 022701-943 
Application No. 09/913,883 

Page 5 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . (Cancel) 

2. (Cancel) 

3. (Currently Amended) Sol Process according to claim A- 17, wherein the 
titanium oxide particles are at least partially covered: 

by a first layer of at least one cerium and/or iron compound, and 
by a second layer of at least one silicon or metallic oxide, hydroxide or 
oxyhydroxide, 

4. (Currently Amended) Soi Process according to claim 2 17, wherein the 
titanium oxide particles have a BET specific surface area of at least 70 m^/g. 

5. (Currently Amended) Sel Process according to claim 2 17, wherein the 
ratio by weight of the silicon or metallic oxide(s), hydroxide(s) or oxyhydroxide(s) to 
titanium dioxide is at most 60% by weight. 
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6. (Currently Amended) Set Process according to clainn 3 17, wherein the 
first aforementioned layer is based on at least one cerium compound with a content 
such that the ratio by weight of the cerium compound, expressed in Ce02, to the 
titanium dioxide is at most 6% by weight. 

7. (Currently Amended) Set Process according to claim + 17, wherein the 
titanium oxide particles are at least partially covered by at least one layer based on 
silica and/or aluminum oxide, hydroxide or oxyhydroxide. 

8. (Currently Amended) Sol Process according to claim 4- 17, wherein the 
organic liquid phase is based on a polar solvent. 

9. (Canceled) 

1 0. (Currently Amended) Sol Process according to claim + 17, wherein the 
organic phase comprises a polar solvent selected from the group consisting of 
halogenated solvents, esters, and alcohols. 



Claims 11-15 (Canceled) 
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16. (Currently Amended) Process for th e pr e paration of a so l according to 
claim A- 17, wherein the sol comprises compr i s i ng an organic liquid phase (a) the 
m e thod process comprising: 

forming a dispersion comprising the titanium oxide particles, and at least one 
of the amphiphilic compounds in an organic liquid phase (b) based on a solvent with 
a lower polarity than that of the organic liquid phase (a); 

separating the solid phase from the liquid phase (b); and 

dispersing the solid phase obtained in this way in the organic phase (a). 

17. (Currently Amended) Pr e paration proc e ss according to c l aim 1 4 , 
compr i sing us i ng Process for the preparation of an organic, comprising: 

titanium oxide particles: 
an organic liguid phase: 

at least one amphiphilic compound having a formulae: 



Ri-0-(CH2-CH2-0)n- 



■(0Mi)2 



or 
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R2-0-^CH2-CH2 
R3-0-(CH2-CH2-0)n 



wherein, 

Ri, R?, and Rg are a linear or branched alkvl group, a phenyl group, an 
alkvlarvl group or an arvlalkvl group; 

n represents the number of ethylene oxide units: and 

Ml represents a hydrogen, sodium or potassium atom, the process 
comprising the following steps: 

a] preparing, as the starting product, titanium dioxide particles wh i ch w e r e 
obta i ned by hydrolysis of at iest least one titanium compound A in the presence of at 
least one compound B selected from the group consisting of: 

(i) acids which have: 

either a carboxyl group and at least two hydroxy! and/or amine 
groups, 

or at least two carboxyl groups and at least one hydroxyl and/or 
amine group, 

(ii) organic phosphoric acids of the following formulas: 
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in which n and m are integers compr i s e d between 1 and 6, p is an integer compr i s e d 
between 0 and 5, R4, R5 and Re identical or different represent a hydroxyl, amino, 
aralkyi, aryl, alkyi group or hydrogen group, 

(iii) the compounds capable of releasing sulphate ions in an acid 
medium, 

(iv) salts of the acids described above 
and in the presence of anatase titanium dioxide seeds; 

then s e parat i ng the precip i tat e form e d from th e hydro l ys i s m e d i um 
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b) optionally at least partially covering tlie particles bv a layer of at least one 
of a silicon or a metallic oxide, hydroxide or oxyhydroxide: and 

c) mixing the amphiphilic compound and the organic liquid phase together 
then dispersing the titanium oxide particles in the mixture obtained, or forming a 
mixture of titanium oxide particles and at least one of the aforementioned amphiphilic 
compounds, then dispersing said mixture in the liguid phase . 

18. (Currently Amended) Process according to claim 17, comprising us i ng , 
as the starting product, titanium dioxide particles which were obtained by the 
hydrolysis process and in which the anatase titanium dioxide seeds are of a size no 
greater than 8 nm and are present in ratio by weight expressed in Ti02 present in the 
seeds/titanium present before the introduction of the seeds into the hydrolysis 
medium, expressed in Ti02 comprised between 0.01% and 3%. 

19. (Currently Amended) Process according to claim 17, comprising us i ng , 
as the starting product, titanium dioxide particles which were obtained by the 
aforementioned hydrolysis process and in which the titanium compound A is titanium 
oxychloride. 

20. (Currently Amended) Process according to claim 17, comprising us i ng , 
as the starting product, titanium dioxide particles which were obtained by the 
aforementioned hydrolysis process and in which compound B is cr i tic citric acid. 
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21 . (Currently Amended) Process according to claim 17, comprising us i ng , 
as the starting product, titanium dioxide particles which were obtained by a process 
comprising the aforementioned hydrolysis and in which the precipitate formed is 
separated from the hydrolysis medium then redispersed in water resulting in a 
dispersion of titanium oxide in water and where said dispersion is dried at a 
temperature no greater than 120*^0. 

22. (Previously Presented) Process according to claim 17, wherein the sol 
is subjected to an ultrafiltration treatment. 



23. (Canceled) 



